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PRESS RELEASE — 8 April 2009

VOLUNTOURS launches volunteer projects abroad ideally
placed for South Africans travelling overseas

Looking for something to do for your GAP-year?
Tired of sitting in traffic and behind a desk - isn’t there more to life?
Are you an active and youthful 50+ traveller?
Done the beach and safari holidays for the umpteenth time?
Then a volunteer holiday is for you — leave more than just your
footprint behind!

Multiple responsible tourism award winning company VOLUNTOURS will be launching their volunteer portfolio of
international projects at the World Holiday and Travel Fair at the Coca Cola Dome from 16 — 18 April.

Mirroring international trends more and more South Africans want to contribute sustainable toward the countries and
communities that they visit. Travellers no longer just want to be passive observers but want to contribute to conservation
issues and interact with local people and communities in practical manner.

WHY RESPONSIBLE VOLUNTEERING?
Much is said about the environmental impact of tourism but what about the social and economic impact of tourism?

Local people and communities can benefit from your tourism spend. Responsible volunteers work with and learn from the
community, showing them respect, helping them carry out their own objectives, offering advice and encouragement, and
increasing their capacity to develop their own futures.

Volunteers should be a positive presence, a source of inspiration and empowerment. Outsiders who impose their own
cultural norms or their own agenda, and fail to include local people in decisions, can leave behind disruption and even
destruction, and more problems than they solve, making life even tougher for economically poor people.

Volunteering is one of the fastest growing tourism markets locally. Unfortunately, in some cases, poor and vulnerable
communities and projects are exploited and do not benefit from volunteers. While volunteers in turn, are made unrealistic
promises, are over-charged and only a small portion of their spend goes into the community. Setting a benchmark for local
volunteering organisations protects volunteers and the community. Voluntours adheres to the “Code of Good Practice:
Responsible Volunteering in South Africa” We invite other volunteer organisations to take stock of their projects and align
themselves with a Code of Good Practice as this will benefit South Africa as a volunteer destination!

WHO IS VOLUNTOURS? Your hosts, Marnie and Jeremy are South Africans who love South Africa, the land, the place
and the people. We have made a commitment to improving the lives of our fellow South Africans. Your project fees also
include a project contribution which will directly benefit communities and conservation of South Africa.

We personally oversee all our projects with a personal touch from Midrand, situated halfway between Johannesburg and
Pretoria. Our commitment is to provide both the community and volunteer with a mutually benefiting experience which is
transparent, sustainable, ethical and above all responsible.

Put your conscience at ease by volunteering with a Responsible Tourism Award winning company!

Responsible volunteering is possible with a unique volunteer option that helps responsible travellers make South Africa a
better place to live in and a better place to visit.

Volunteer with VOLUNTOURS and join the growing trend in Responsible Volunteering.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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